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RESEARCH VESSEL LAUNCHED FOR FISH AND WILDLXFE SERVICE 

IV, the new oceanographic vessel of the Fish and Wildlife Servicels 

Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, has been launched by the Southern Shipbuilding 

Corporation at Slidell, La., the Department of the Interior reported today, 

Finishing of the interior and installation of additional machinery and equipment 

are underway and delivery of the $1,773,948 vessel is scheduled for September 

1962. 

Albatross IV was designed by Dwight S. Simpson and Associates, naval archi- 

tects and marine engineers of Boston, Mass., to meet requirements of fishery 

scientists of the Bureau. The craft is a 18%foot single-screw stern trawler, 

the first stern trawler to be built in the United States. It is equipped with a 

ramp to haul loaded nets aboard, permitting exploratory and experimental fishing 

during heavy weather. The Albatross IV is powered by twin diesel engines, has a 

controllable pitch propeller, and is designed to travel at I2 knots with a range 

of 9,000 miles. The vessel is reinforced against ice and is air-bonditioned to 

enable its use for general fishery and oceanographic research in any navigable 

waters in the world--in all seasons--in all reasonable conditions of weather and 

temperature. 

Comfortable quarters and mess space are provided for a maximum crew of 26, 
plus 15 scientific personnel. Complete laboratory and research facilities are 
also provided, including wet and dry laboratories; photographic and electronics 
laboratories; an aft open deck laboratory for handling fish immediately after 
catch; a bow engine for steering and manuevering on station; a steerable Kort 
nozzle rudder, designed for holding position during research work; underwater 
sonar equipment; underwater television and closed-circuit television aboard ship; 
and an underwater electromagnetic log. 



Albatross IV carries on the traditional name of major fishery research vessels 
of the United States. Albatross I was a 234-foot, twin-screw iron steamer, com- 
missioned in 1882, which visited both coasts of the United States, Alaska, South 
and Central America, the Galapagos Islands, the Hawaiian Islands, Japan, the 
tropical Pacific Islands, and the Philippine Islands during her 39 years of service 
that ended in 1921. Her successor, Albatross II, was a 1480foot, former Navy tug 
that operated from 1926 to 1932, engaging in research and explorations on 
mackerel and haddock fisheries and preliminary experiments with "savings" gear, 

Albatross III was acquired from the General Seafoods Corporation in 1939 for 
$1. She was originally the Harvard, a steam-driven trawler built in 1926. While 
awaiting reconversion to a research vessel, World War II started and she was 
drafted by the Navy, transferred to the Coast Guard, renamed the C.G.C, Bellefonte, 
and was rebuilt as an Atlantic patrol vessel. She was returned to the Fish and 
i]Vildlife Service in 1944, was reconverted in 1947 to a research vessel along the 
lines of the Boston otter trawlers, and was commissioned March 19, 1948. 

Albatross III represented the first blending of efficient fish and scientific 
skills, and her career included such accomplishments as an overall census of com- 
mercial fishes on the New England banks, experiments on refrigeration of fish at 
sea, development of "savings" gear, effects of waste-acid disposal off New York, 
and the location and charting of wrecks and other obstacles destructive to the 
nets and gear of New England commercial fishermen. She was deactivated in 1959 
due to age and high cost of maintenance. 

Albatross IV will be carrying on the fishery and oceanographic research vital 
to the Nation's commercial fisheries and oceanographic programs--to help the 
domestic fishing industry in the quest for the three billion additional pounds of 
fish the Nation will be consuming annually 20 years hence; and to conduct various 
phases of oceanographic research, such as the Bureau's Tropical Atlantic Fishery 
Investigations program beginning in January 1963. This program has just been 
ad-opted as an international program by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic CommiS- 
sion of UNESCO in Paris, France. 

New dock facilities at the Bureau of Commercial Fisineries Woods Hole, Mass., 
Biological Research Laboratory will be the home port of Albatross IV. 
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